Impacts from Waste
METHANE

Greenhouse Gases like carbon dioxide (CO,),
methane, nitrous oxide, and fluorinated

gases trap heat in the atmosphere. g
In 2022, CO, made up 79.7% of total
emissions in the United States followed ﬁ

by Methane with 11.1% of emissions.

Source: U.S. Protection Agency. (EPA) Gas Emissions

WHERE DOES METHANE COME FROM

[¢)
Methane is produced by natural sources like wetlands and volcanic CH (o]
]

gases and by human activities like fossil fuels, agriculture, and landfills.
50-65% of methane emissions globally are from human activities. © O
Bacteria in anaerobic (without oxygen) areas, like landfills, produce methane.

Source: U.S. Envi tection Agency (EPA), Methane Emissions

2022 U.S. METHANE EMISSIONS, BY SOURCE

Municipal solid waste (MSW) accounts for 14% of human-related methane emissions
in the United States, making it the 3rd largest source of methane emissions.
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Source: U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
[EPA), Landfill Methane Outreach Program

FOOD WASTE OTHER GOODS & STUFF

AVG. AMOUNT OF TRASH PRODUCED
PERSON PER DAY IN THE UNITED STAT

2018 MUNICIPAL SOLID FASTFACT
WASTE LANDFILLED - BY MATERIA

Other (1.5%)
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) " Paper &
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Wood (6.2%) WI LANDFILLS
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Source: U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), Guide to the Facts and
Figures Report about Materials, Waste and Recycling. =

Learn about solutions for waste reduction on next page 9

Created in collaboration

between the Dane County ( ]
Office of Energy & Climate ‘W]SCONS]N
Change and the UW Madison J/  UNIERSITY OF wisco A0S

Fall 2024 BOT 651 students



https://www.epa.gov/lmop/basic-information-about-landfill-gas
https://www.epa.gov/lmop/basic-information-about-landfill-gas
https://drawdown.org/solutions/reduced-food-waste
https://www.epa.gov/facts-and-figures-about-materials-waste-and-recycling/national-overview-facts-and-figures-materials
https://www.epa.gov/facts-and-figures-about-materials-waste-and-recycling/national-overview-facts-and-figures-materials
https://www.epa.gov/ghgemissions/overview-greenhouse-gases
https://www.epa.gov/ghgemissions/overview-greenhouse-gases
https://www.epa.gov/ghgemissions/overview-greenhouse-gases
https://www.epa.gov/ghgemissions/methane-emissions
https://www.epa.gov/ghgemissions/overview-greenhouse-gases
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Recycling/Banned.html
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Recycling/Banned.html
https://www.epa.gov/land-research/quantifying-methane-emissions-landfilled-food-waste
https://www.epa.gov/land-research/quantifying-methane-emissions-landfilled-food-waste
https://www.epa.gov/land-research/quantifying-methane-emissions-landfilled-food-waste
https://www.epa.gov/facts-and-figures-about-materials-waste-and-recycling/guide-facts-and-figures-report-about
https://www.epa.gov/facts-and-figures-about-materials-waste-and-recycling/guide-facts-and-figures-report-about

DANE COUNTY

Waste Reduction

Take action to reduce emissions. Simple actions can add up to big results.

LOCAL LEVEL - DANE COUNTY

The Dane County Department of Waste &
reduce emissions from waste in a number of

GET RTED FOOD WASTE TIPS

Visit our “Resources
to Reduce Your
Emissions” webpage
for tools on energy
efficiency,
composting, and
more. Scan the QR
code or follow the
link below to get
started.

@ retHINK

Do you need the item?

e REFUSE

Refuse unnecessary items
or excess packaging.

REUSE

Is this item reusable?

O repuce

Reduce the frequency or
consumption of an item.

REPAIR

Can an item be repaired?

e ROT

Can an item be composted

RECYCLE

Is an item recyclable?

Making sure materials end up in the correct
location for waste or recycling is important. Check
out the resources below for local information and
resources on waste & recycling:

« WIDNR: Wisconsin Recycles
« Dane Co. Waste & Renewables:

Recycling & Disposal Directory
« Sustain Dane: Recycle Better \u
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https://landfill.danecounty.gov/projects/WastandRenewableProjects/Renewable-Natural-Gas-Plant
https://landfill.danecounty.gov/services/recycling
https://landfill.danecounty.gov/projects/WastandRenewableProjects/Sustainability-Campus
https://apps.dnr.wi.gov/doclink/waext/wa1574.pdf
https://apps.dnr.wi.gov/doclink/waext/wa1574.pdf
https://landfill.danecounty.gov/recycle-locations
https://sustaindane.org/better/
https://sustaindane.org/better/
https://daneclimateaction.org/what-you-can-do/People-Resources
https://daneclimateaction.org/what-you-can-do/People-Resources
https://daneclimateaction.org/what-you-can-do/People-Resources
https://daneclimateaction.org/documents/CAP-2020/Dane-Co-Climate-Action-Plan-202004-web.pdf

